[YOUR LETTERHEAD]
[DATE]
[CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION ADDRESS BLOCK]
Dear [SENATOR/REPRESENTATIVE]:
I write to share with you Empowering Local Government Climate Action – Blueprint for President Obama and 111th Congress.  Developed by local government climate protection leaders, the Blueprint puts forth a vision for a new federal-local partnership, where federal assistance and investment empowers local governments to play our key role in decreasing America’s dependence on foreign oil, creating new green jobs and reducing the greenhouse gases that cause climate change.  Approximately 400 local elected officials from 39 states have already endorsed the Blueprint.  The Blueprint was released in December 2008 at more than 40 local media events across the country[, including YOUR CITY.  I have attached press clippings which highlight ready-to-go local projects in YOUR CITY that will create jobs, reduce energy consumption and decrease carbon emissions].
As the Congress prepares economic recovery legislation, we urge you to support investment in energy efficiency, clean energy and green jobs.  Our coalition of local governments looks forward to playing our part in the “Green Recovery” by working in partnership with the federal government to put people back to work through local building efficiency retrofit programs, installation of community-scale renewable energy projects and investments in local mass transit equipment and infrastructure.  Specifically, we ask Congress and the Administration to invest $10 billion in Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants (EECBG) for local clean energy projects and provide $18 billion for local transit infrastructure projects.

As you know, local governments are at the forefront of the movement to address climate change in the United States.  For years, local governments have served as laboratories for innovation, developing new approaches to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, including the conversion of municipal fleets to hybrid vehicles, the design and construction of energy-efficient buildings, the installation of renewable energy, and the development of communities that reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT).  More than 40 percent of energy consumption and carbon emissions come from residential and commercial buildings and one-third is generated by the transportation sector.  Local governments set and enforce building codes, determine transportation and land use policies and provide critical information and incentives that enable businesses and homeowners to implement energy-saving measures.  Thus, continued local leadership and action is critical to reducing energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions.
I look forward to working with you to ensure that local governments are empowered to do what we do best – implement pragmatic community-based solutions that will create jobs, revitalize the economy and preserve our planet.
Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,
