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TODAYȭS WEBINAR TOPIC 
 

Local Governments & %0!ȭÓ 'ÒÅÅÎ 
Power Communities Program  
 

Speaker: 
 
 Mollie Lemon  
 Communications Director 
 Green Power Communities Program 
 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
 
  
 

For more information: www.climatecommunities.us January 19, 2012 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PACE Financing News 
 

Federal District Court Orders FHFA 
to Conduct Rulemaking Procedure 

 
FHFA violated the federal 

Administrative Procedures Act when 
it issued its July 6, 2010 statement; 

opportunity for public comment 
 

aƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ Χ 

Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

EPA Urban Waters Small Grants - Due Jan. 23, 2012 
www.epa.gov/urbanwaters/funding/index.html 

 
EPA Brownfields Multi-Purpose Pilot Grants - Due Feb. 10, 2012 

www.epa.gov/brownfields/news/index.htm 
 

NFWF Five Star Restoration Grants - Due Feb. 15, 2012 
www.nfwf.org/fivestar 

 
NEA Our Town Grants - Due Mar. 1, 2012 

www.nea.gov/grants/apply/OurTown/index.html 
 

CǳƴŘŜǊǎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ {ƳŀǊǘ DǊƻǿǘƘ ϧ [ƛǾŀōƭŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ  
Local Sustainability Matching Fund - Due Mar. 5, 2012 

www.fundersnetwork.org/participate/green-building/local-sustainability-matching-fund 
 

HUD Choice Neighborhoods Implementation Grants - Due Apr. 10, 2012 
www.hud.gov/cn 
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Recorded Webinar and PowerPoint Archive  
 

All 2011 recorded webinars and PowerPoints are available at: 
www.climatecommunities.us/webinars.html 

 
 

 

Asking Questions  

 At any point during the 
presentation, you can type 
your question into the 
question text box and click 
send. All questions will be 
read aloud and answered at 
the end of the presentations, 
as long as time permits.  

http://www.climatecommunities.us/webinars.html
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Green Power Communities:  
An EPA-designed platform to promote community -based 

support for renewable energy  

 

Mollie Lemon, GPP Communications Director  

Climate Communities Webinar  

January 19, 2012  

 

U.S. EPAôs Green Power Partnership 
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What is Green Power?  

¸ Green power is an ñenvironmentally-differentiatedò 
electricity product from:  

Â solar Â wind Â geothermal Â biomass 

Â biogas  Â small hydro 
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Green Power Procurement Options  

¸ On-site Generation 

Â Install renewable energy system on-site (e.g. solar 
panels, wind turbines) 

 

¸ Green Power Electricity Products 

Â Buy electricity from utility green pricing programs 
or green power retail marketers that is completely, 
or partially, generated from renewable sources 

 

¸ Renewable Energy Certificates (REC) 

Â Buy only the environmental ñattributesò associated 
with the electricity generated (1 REC = 1 MWh)  
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Solar & Wind Energy Screening 
Decision Trees  

¸ Developed by EPA & NREL 
Â For local governments & other stakeholders to screen 

candidate sites across a community or individual sites 

Â Fills knowledge gap / encourages leadership role for 
local governments in development of renewable 
energy resources at the community level 

¸ Targeted sites 

Â Brownfields or other potentially contaminated sites, 
greyfields, rooftops, abandoned parcels, landfills 

¸ EPA soliciting comments through 2/16 
Â See http://www.epa.gov/renewableenergyland/  

Â Seeking City and County volunteers to beta test 
(email Karen Irwin at irwin.karen@epa.gov)  

http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10926.jpg
http://www.nrel.gov/data/pix/Jpegs/10862.jpg
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Green Power Benefits  

¸ Environmental 
Â Addresses indirect GHG emissions 

¸ Energy Price Stability/Reliability 
Â Electricity price stability  

Â On-site systems can reduce T&D issues, costs 

¸ Economic Development 
Â Job creation 

Â Landowner lease payments ($2000-$5000/wind turbine)  

Â Tax revenues (often in rural areas that need them)  

¸ Captures favorable media attention 
Â Clean technology 

Â Domestic energy supply 

Â New U.S. jobs 
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U.S. EPAôs Green Power Partnership 

¸ The GPP is a voluntary program that supports the organizational 
procurement of green power by offering expert advice, technical 
support, tools and resources.  

¸ Partners agree to purchase green power and provide annual update 

¸ In return, EPA commits to:  

Â Provide public recognition 

Â Provide procurement and communications assistance, as requested  

Â Provide a brief description of the Partner's green power commitment on 
the Green Power Partnership Web site 

¸ Currently, nearly 1,300 Partners in the program using nearly 21 
billion kWh of green power annually, equivalent to the annual CO2 
emissions from electricity use of nearly 1.8 million average American 
homes. 
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Green Power Communities Initiative  
www.epa.gov/greenpower/communities  

¸ EPA initiative that challenges communities to buy green 
power in an amount that collectively meets the 
Partnershipôs green power use benchmarks 

¸ Intended to motivate collective action of a communityôs 
local government, businesses, and citizens to reduce the 
communityôs carbon footprint by procuring green power 
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EPA Green Power Communities  

¸ 32 Green Power Communities 

¸ Collective green power use of 
~3.3 billion kWh annually  

Â Avoids over 2.5 million tons 
of CO2 emissions 

Â Equal to the annual CO2 
emissions from ~445,000 
cars 

Â Equal to the annual 
electricity use of ~284,000 
average American homes 
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Top Green Power Communities  

14 

Requirements for Communities  

1. Local government must join as a Green Power Partner 

¸ Stake out a leadership position within community; initiate and 
support a campaign to become a GPC 

2. Community joins as Community Partner 

¸ 1. Collective purchase by community (govt, businesses, 
citizens) of green power meets EPA benchmark levels 

¸ 2. Local government official signs Community Partnership 
Agreement on behalf of community  

3. Local government (or local utility) provides annual 
updates of community-wide electricity and green power 
use 
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Green Power Benchmarks  

Note: green power must be met with ñnewò renewable energy (i.e. installed on or after 
January 1, 1998)  

Community -wide 
Electricity Use  

Green Power  

Minimum Requirement  

If the Communityôs  

annual electricity use isé  

The minimum green power purchase 
requirement isé 

Over 100,000,000 kWh  3%  

10,000,001 ï 100,000,000 
kWh  

5%  

1,000,001 - 10,000,000 kWh  10%  

Under 1,000,000 kWh  20%  
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Community Benefits  

¸ Reduce environmental impacts of electricity use 

¸ Community pride and image  

¸ Build bridges between community and utility (and other community -
based organizations)  

¸ Media coverage of a good story 

¸ Stepping stone for more collective sustainable action 
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What EPA Offers Green Power 
Communities  

¸ Metrics & Credibility 

Â Metric for ñHow much green power is enough?ò 

Â Definition of eligible renewables resources 

¸ Expert Advice  
Â Identify types of products to best suit community needs  

Â Determine environmental benefit of options  

¸ Network of Like-minded Organizations & Communities 

Â Learn what worked and what didnôt from other communities 

¸ Recognition 
Â Assistance with messages and marketing 

Â Use of EPA Green Power Partner mark Č 
Â Eligibility for Leadership Awards  
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Individual Community Page on 
EPA Web Site  

¸ Each Community has 
own individualized 
webpage on EPA site 

¸ Lists green power 
accomplishments 

¸ Links to Communityôs 
website on green 
power use or 
sustainability efforts 
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¸ Local govôt gauges interest among stakeholders in becoming an EPA 
Green Power Community 

¸ Communityôs local government purchases green power and joins 
EPA Partnership as organization-wide Partner 

¸ Design and implement a ñcampaignò to increase the use of green 
power among residents and businesses with goal of becoming an 
EPA Green Power Community 
¸ Campaign is designed to rally support for green power 
¸ Often feature campaign goal(s) (i.e. increasing # subscribers by X)   

¸ Find a leader(s) for ñcampaignò within City Council, citizen group, 
utility or marketers, NGOs, etc. 

¸ Mayor signs EPA Partnership Agreement on behalf of community, 
possibly with City Council Resolution 

¸ Capture the benefits and publicity 

Typical Steps in Becoming an EPA 
Green Power Community  

20 

Local Governmentôs Role 

¸ Campaign leader and lead coordinator with EPA 

Â Collect and track annual electricity use and green power data 

¸ Make decision to sign agreement on behalf of entire 
community 

¸ Work with local NGOs and utility to support the campaign  

Â Consider seeking funding from state clean energy funds 

River Falls, WI City Council Santa Clara, CA City Council 
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Green Power Community Sign  

 

¸ Highlights a successful campaign  

Â Each Community receives two 24ò x 
30ò aluminum signs 

Â Designed for outdoor display 
 

¸ Other Recognition 

Â Artwork for Community Banner 

Â Press Release Assistance 
Oregonôs Governor Kulongowski and EPAôs 

Matt Clouse holding a Green Power 
Community sign 

Event Banners: EPA 
can provide artwork 
development services 
to produce banners for 
announcement events. 

22 

Green Power Community 
Outreach Materials  
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Beaverton, OR GPC effort  

¸ City website information helps residents sign up for green power 
(http://www.portlandgeneral.com/community_environment/initiatives/renewable_energy/b

eaverton_challenge.aspx): 

¸ When you sign up for renewable energy, you help create cleaner air, 
more salmon and steelhead in our streams and the growth of new wind 
farms. Learn more about our renewable options or enroll online now.  

¸ Join our green community:  
When you enroll, you can also register to join our renewable community 
site, GreenPowerOregon.com where youôll find coupons from local 
businesses like Kettleman Bagel Co., OMSI, and Oregon Mountain 
Community, among others. You can also browse a database of 
businesses to find all local businesses who support PGE renewable 
energy. 
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Beaverton, OR GPC effort cont.  

¸ GreenPowerOregon.com website allows enrollees in Portland 
General Electricôs renewable power program to take 
advantage of exclusive offers and coupons, e.g.: 

Â Amrita Yoga: 50% off 12 classes 

Â Baby & Me: 20% off next order  

Â Bike Gallery: $5 off next purchase 

Â Burgerville: 2 for 1 milkshake or smoothie  

Â Eco Car Wash: $2 off polish and car wash 

Â Miller Paint: $10 off next purchase 

Â Stash Tea: 20% off next purchase 
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http://www.portlandgeneral.com/renewables_efficiency/renewable_energy/default.aspx
https://cs.portlandgeneral.com/Secure/RenewableEnrollment/Default.aspx
http://greenpoweroregon.com/benefits/coupons-offers.aspx
http://greenpoweroregon.com/community/green-power-businesses.aspx
http://greenpoweroregon.com/community/green-power-businesses.aspx
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Beaverton, OR GPC effort cont.  

¸ The Solar Beaverton program educates and 
empowers City residents to produce and use 
renewable energy if possible and to purchase 
green power. 

¸ Solar Beaverton lowers the sticker price of a 
complete high quality residential solar system 
by up to 80 percent by bringing community 
members together so that they can 
collectively pursue solar together and get a 
group-buy discount. The program also takes 
advantage of Energy Trust of Oregon 
incentives, and state and federal taxes. 

¸ http://livelightenergy.com/solarbeaverton/  
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Case Study: Washington, D.C.  

¸ In July 2011, Mayor Gray announced his intention to make DC the 
greenest, healthiest, and most livable city in the nation.  

¸ Becoming a Green Power Community fits into the Districtôs ñSustainable 
DCò planning efforts 

¸ Getting the word out ï Mayorôs Green Power Community Challenge 

ÅConvened a stakeholder group ï EPA, District government, 
Downtown DC Business Improvement District, Washington Gas 
Energy Services, Clean Currents 

ÅStakeholders met to develop outreach strategy, from initial 
branding to implementation of mailers, web materials, personal 
appeals 
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Case Study: Washington, D.C. 
cont.  

¸Getting the word out ï GPCC Kickoff Event  

¸ Mayorôs Kickoff ceremony - March 2011 

Å Held at Phelps Architecture, Construction and Engineering High School, a 
LEED-certified renovation with onsite wind turbines, photovoltaics, solar 
water heating, and engineering & architecture educational tracks  

Å Debuted a 3-minute green power promotional video ( Youtube) 
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Case Study: Washington, D.C. 
cont.  
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