
DOE Inspector Generalõs 

Audit of the EECBG Program: 

Overview and Analysis



Background

EECBG Audit:

× On August 11, the Department of Energyõs Inspector General released the 

results of an audit conducted on DOEõs implementation of the Energy 

Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant Program

× Report available at: 

http://www.ig.energy.gov/documents/OAS-RA-10-16.pdf

Audit Objectives:

× Evaluate DOEõs progress in implementing program

× Identify outstanding challenges to implementation

× Suggest lessons learned and best practices
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IG Conclusion

Program spending is significantly lower than anticipated

× Only $269.7 million has been spent by grant recipients, less than half of 

the $675 million DOE estimated would be spent by this time in its initial 

projections

× The 291 recipients that received awards of over $2 million had 

only spent 8% of their funds, on average, by August 2010



IG Conclusion

Program spending is significantly lower than anticipated

× The top 8 recipients have all spent less than 2.2% of their funds:



Challenges: DOE

Administrative Capacity

× Only two individuals were assigned to the program when the Recovery Act 

was passed in February 2009

× Hiring new staff was difficult, as the Recovery Act significantly 

increased demand for government contract specialists and project 

officers

× DOE was forced to use personnel from other offices, who 

frequently lacked technical expertise to award and manage grants

× High turnover at leadership positions, as a permanent Program 

Director was not appointed until April 2010


