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ToDAY’S CALL TOPIC

Local Strategies for Reducing Vehicle-
Miles Traveled and Enhancing Livability

Speakers: -
Upcoming Events
Andy Blake
Acting City Manager and City Attorney June 15-17, 2011
City of Ranson, West Virginia Local Clean Energy
Leadership Summit
N Ben Delisle Washington, DC
2 Dir ector.of Development Early bird deadline extended:
Jersey CiTy Jersey City Redevelopment Agency Friday, April 29th
www.localenergysummit.org
May 12, 2011 For more information: www.climatecommunities.us
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Federal Policy Agenda
FY 2012 Appropriations
o EECBG, Sustainable Communities, Climate
Showcase Communities, TIGER, energy efficiency S
& renewable energy grants, electric vehicles Shean Rnc ey aHon

Clean Energy Legislation
o Clean energy standard, financing tools, clean
vehicles
Transportation Reauthorization
o Transit, clean vehicles, VMT reduction strategies
Adaptation
o Pre-disaster mitigation, planning resources

http: //www.climatecommunities.us/endorse.html
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Upcoming Events

Local Government Clean Energy Leadership Summit
Washington, DC

June 15-17, 2011
Major energy efficiency and renewable energy conference for local

government sector.

Demonstrate success of EECBG and other federal investments in local clean

energy projects
Share best practices.

Urge Congress and the Obama Administration to make further clean energy
investments in local governments.
For more information, visit www.localenergysummit.org.
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Asking questions

[=) Audio

Audio Mode: @ Use Telephone
O Use Mic & Speakers

]
@ Dial: (805) 8794135
Access Code: 105-748-644
@ Audio PIN: 74
If you're already on the call, press #74% now.
(=] Questions

Questions Log

Welcome! Please type any questionsicomments
in the Question and Answer section of your
control panel

Fie View Help [=io)[=i) %]

[Enter a question for staff]

Give Online Punch
Webinar ID: 576-784-882

GoTo\\ebinar™

At any point during the
presentation, you can type
your question into the
qguestion text box and click
send. All questions will be
read aloud and answered at
the end of the presentations,
as long as time permits.
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City of Ranson, West Virginia

$271,500 in HUD Community
Challenge Planning funds

Develop a “green overlay” zoning
district for downtown Ranson

Create a “Smart Code” to ensure
that future development in the
undeveloped and underutilized
spaces outside of downtown is
traditional-neighborhood, mixed-
use, green-focused development.

Develop “green infrastructure”

incentive system to foster low-

impact development and green
infrastructure deployment

O

% ¢
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$708,500in DOT TIGER Il
Planning funds

Design and engineering of
Fairfax Boulevard, a complete
street with dedicated bicycle
lanes, safe walkways and
crossings, bus shelters and
green infrastructure to manage
stormwater runoff

Design renovation of historic
Charles Washington Hall into a
Multimodal Center
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Jobs

Economic Development

Sustainable City

= Sprawling Development Pressures — Ranson is
located on fringe of Baltimore/DC metropolitan area
and has experienced uncontrolled influx of ex-urban
growth in recent years.

Lack of Transit Accessibility — Both fixed-route bus
system and commuter light rail service region, but
lack of identified bus stops and central ticketing
locations hinder local transit use.

Numerous Brownfields — Multiple significant
brownfield sites blight downtown Ranson and hinder
development in the City’s core.




akeland <74 Charles Town-Ranson
o Brownfields Corridor

C arles Was ing!
Commuter
Center

"POWHATAN PLACE

RANSON’S DOWNTOWN REVITALIZATION

Home Parks and the Comer Store: [
Be a part of Ranson’s Downtown Revival in an environmentally sustainable
neighborhood for the City's next 100 years of progress

) @ TIGER, (i)
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= Smart growth is a better way to build and maintain our towns and cities.
Smart growth means building urban, suburban and rural communities with
housing and transportation choices near jobs, shops and schools. This
approach supports local economies and protects the environment.

At the heart of the American dream is the simple hope that each of us can
choose to live in a neighborhood that is beautiful, safe, affordable and easy
to get around. Smart growth does just that. Smart growth creates healthy
communities with strong local businesses. Smart growth creates
neighborhoods with schools and shops nearby and low-cost ways to get
around for all our citizens. Smart growth creates jobs that pay well and
reinforces the foundations of our economy. Americans want to make their
nei%hborhoods great, and smart growth strategies help make that dream a
reality.

Excerpt from Smart Growth for America 3/2/2011

= EconomicCosts
Residents must travel longer distances to work and to the store, increasing the cost of living.

New infrastructure is needed to support sprawling development, leading to more funding spend on
highways and roads.

Each new unitin a poorly-planned development demands more resources than are received in taxes, and
the burden of those costs are passed on to residents in the form of higher taxes.
=  Environmental Costs

Increased impervious services lead to more polluted stormwater runoff as rainwater cannot soak into the
ground.

Longer driving distances in poorly-planned communities cause an increase in driving and therefore more
air pollution.

Scattered development destroys cherished farmland, parks and wildlife habitats.
= Social Costs

When the only transportation option is driving, the resulting traffic congestion increases time spend on
commute and decreases time with family or friends.

Increased driving and traffic means an increase in auto fatality rates.

The absence of a town center and a sense of location or “place” result in a lack of community solidarity,
decreased civic engagement and a decreased quality of life.

No access to pedestrian and bicycle friend routes decreases opportunities for exercise.
Sprawling development places pressures on already crowded schools in suburban districts.




* Low-density: a small number of people and/or
jobs per hectare of development.

¢ Single-use zoning: this is the practice of
separating different land uses;
residential areas, commercial are:
space, and employment lands to all occupy
separate areas.

* Poor public transportation: low-density area
characterized by single use zoning do not
support vibrant transportation systems. The
places people need to go are too spread out to
connect in a meaningful way, and there are not
enough transit riders to economically support
frequent service or a network of transit routes.

* Dependence on the automobile: because
sprawling areas do not support public
transportation as development is low-density
and land uses are separated, people must rely on
the car for transportation.

7/6/2011

Higher-density: accommodating more people and
jobs per hectare to conserve green space,
communities that can support public transportation.

Mixed-use zoning/complete communities: unlike
sprawl, which separates land uses, Smart Growth
calls for mixed use zoning in order to form complete
communities, where everything a person requires on
EREVATEVAY] n be found within their

individual communities.

Vibrant public transportation: by increasing density,
and fitting different land uses together, Smart
Growth aims to connect the places people need to be
with meaningful transit routes.

Active transportation: just as increasing public
transit use helps to mov 7 from a dependence

on the automobile, Smart Growth attempts to
encourage active transportation by creating
adequate space for pedestrians and cyclists so that
they can safely use roads that were previ
dominated by

Protecting Green space: another important part of
Smart Growth involves identifying integral
environmental resources, and sensitive ecological
features that should be spared from development.



A form-based O3 | A0 G\ A
system for undeveloped and
underutilized spaces outside
the central downtown area
that will foster mixed-use,
green development in these
areas.
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It is a model zoning code, customized for

Ranson.

It focuses on the form of the built
environment to create neighborhoods.

It promotes a mixes of uses within
neighborhoods.

It promotes open space (civic zones).

Emphasis on form
(design)

Provides for mixing of
uses

Promotes diverse
environments

More emphasis on
administrative approvals

Emphasis on use
(separated buffer)

Promotes large-scale
single use development

Restricts mixing of uses

Involves more public
hearings.
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A Regulating Plan — Montgomery, Alabama Downtown Master Plan

Central corridor that serves as both the main street
and commercial corridor that links Ranson with its
neighboring city of Charles Town.

Car-centric T no sidewalks or safe crossing points,
haphazard parking, no safe bicycle lanes.

Lack of transportation options combined with
overhead utility lines work to suppress development in
Ra n s o ndéwntown and hinder its attempts to
become more livable and sustainable.

Funding will allow Ranson to design icompl e
str eeimpvements to the central Fairfax
Boulevard-George Street corridor.

10
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Improved pedestrian and handicapped accessibility;

Dedicated bicycle lanes, traffic calming and
wayfaring, roundabout roadway facilities modeled
after the century-old land use plan for the
community;

Public spaces for future plug-in hybrid vehicle
charging infrastructure;
Green infrastructure facilities including rain-gardens

and bio-swale medians to manage storm water in
this Chesapeake Bay watershed community.

o \ \ EE o _'-/A 2
Charles Washington =%,
Commuter
Center

11
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= A major community
landmark, dedicated in
1786 by Charles
Washington, brother of
George.

Located in downtown
Charles Town, where there
are currently two bus stops
for the regional bus service
but no signs, ticket
counters or shelters.

Will redesign into a regional
commuter center.

» This new Commuter Center will not only provide a
sheltered waiting area for bus passengers, but also
include bicycle facilities, a sales and information area
that will allow passengers to acquire transit schedules
and purchase rail and bus tickets, and a dedicated
lane for buses to safely pick up passengers. By
locating a Commuter Center in this prominent public
building on the newly reconstructed Green Corridor,
Ranson and Charles Town are able to preserve and
strengthen the existing community while making
their downtown areas an attractive location for ex-
urban growth from the Washington, DC region.

12
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Short-Term Long-Term

Increase Community » Enhance Local Utilization
Involvement of Transit

Promote Economic Increased Accessibility of
Development Job Centers

Preserve Recreational and Promote Livability,
Open Space Walkability

Manager Storm water Promote Economic
Runoff Development

Enhance supply of Improve State of
Affordable Housing Infrastructure

Provides Transportation Choices
Promote Equitable, Affordable Housing
Enhances Economic Competitiveness
Supports Existing Communities

= Values communities and neighborhoods.

= Makes us the place where people want to live
and work

13
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It’s All About Jobs,
Economic Development and
Sustainability

Andy Blake
Acting City Manager
Ranson, WV
ablake@cityofransonwyv.net

Canal Crossing Redevelopment Area

The Jersey City Redevelopment Agency

JERSEY CITY

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

Ben Delisle, Director of Development

For more information: www.thejcra.org
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Asking questions

Fie View Help [=io)[=i) %]

= o At any point during the

Audio Mode: @ Use Telephone

O Use Mic & Speakers presentation’ you Can type

Dial: (805) 8794135
Access Code: 105-748-644

o e e 5768 your question into the
qguestion text box and click
s send. All questions will be
o read aloud and answered at
‘V” | the end of the presentations,
as long as time permits.

oo

= Questions

Questions Log

Webinar ID: 576-794-892

GoTo\\ebinar™
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CLEAN ENERGY
LEADERSHIP
SUMMIT

EMPOWERING THE LOCAL-FEDERA

June 15-17, 2011 Hotel Reservation Deadline: May 15
Washington, DC www.localenergysummit.org
Supporters:

ICMA

Leadersat the Core o Better Communites
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