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TODAY’S CALL TOPIC
Creating Regional Sustainability Plans
Speakers:

Marlene Nagel
Community Development Director
Mid-America Regional Council (MARC)

Mike Gallegos
Director, Community Resources and Development
Salt Lake County, Utah 

David White
Principal Planner
Salt Lake County, Utah

Next Call:
Thursday, March 10 ɀClimate Change Adaptation Planning

For more information: www.climatecommunities.us

Upcoming Events

JUNE15-17, 2011
Local Clean Energy 
Leadership Summit

Washington, DC

www.localenergysummit.org

March 3, 2011

Upcoming Events

Local Government Clean Energy Summit
Washington, DC

June 15-17, 2011
ÅMajor energy efficiency and renewable energy conference for local 

government sector.

ÅDemonstrate success of EECBG and other federal investments in local clean 

energy projects

ÅShare best practices.

ÅUrge Congress and the Obama Administration to make further clean energy 

investments in local governments.

ÅFor more information, visit www.localenergysummit.org. 

http://www.localenergysummit.org/
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Asking questions

At any point during the 
presentation, you can type 
your question into the 
question text box and click 
send. All questions will be 
read aloud and answered at 
the end of the presentations, 
as long as time permits. 

Creating Sustainable Communities
A Centers-and-Corridors Strategy for Regional Sustainability

Climate Communities Webinar

Mid -America Regional Council
Serving Metropolitan Kansas City

March 3, 2011
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Background

Å The Mid -America Regional Council
(MARC) is the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization and association of city and 
county governments for the bistate 
Kansas City region.

Å The Kansas City region is often 
characterized as a low -density, 
suburban region.

ÅMARC and its members have 
developed a set of plans that have been 
integrated into a Regional Plan for 
Sustainable Development.
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KANSAS CITY REGION

Å Incorporates a recently completed long-range 
transportation plan, Transportation Outlook 2040 , 
that envisions future development focused around key 
transportation corridors and activity centers that create a 
region that is vibrant, connected and green. 

Å Incorporates a public transit vision, Smart Moves . 
The KC region has modest transit systems, with recent 
investments in Bus Rapid Transit, but no light rail or 
commuter rail facilities.

Regional Plan for Sustainable Development
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Å Incorporates a regional greenway trails plan that 
focuses on protecting important natural resources, 
particularly stream corridors, and connecting the region 
through multi -use trails.

Å Incorporates a regional economic development 
strategy for sustainable development focused on key 
economic sectors and investing in key employment 
centers and other key locations.

Regional Plan for Sustainable Development
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ÅBuilds on a foundation of partnerships to create a 
more equitable community. 

ÅEngages residents and stakeholders in public policy 
and decision making.

Å Is consistent with local plans and policies and 
supports implementation of projects that address local 
and regional priorities.

Regional Plan for Sustainable Development
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MARC has focused its grant seeking to support this 
agenda of regional sustainability and the centers-and-
corridors strategy

ÅTIGER ð Transportation Investments Generating 
Economic Recovery

ÅHUD Sustainable Communities Planning Grant

ÅFTA Alternatives Analysis

ÅSTP funding for new Livable Communities Program

Grant Funding
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ÅTIGER grant ($50 million) ð www.marc.org/tiger

ï$23.8 million in Bus Rapid Transit investments for 
four corridors

ï$26.2 million for public infrastructure improvements in 
the Green Impact Zone ð www.greenimpactzone.org

ÅFTA Alternatives Analysis for two corridors

ï$1.8 million ð www.marc.org/transportation

ÅSTP Livable Communities Pilot Planning Program 
($825,000) to help local communities develop small area 
plans around local and regional activity centers 

Grant Funding
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Å$4.25 million 
over three years

Å60+ partners

ïLocal Governments

ïNonprofits

ïHousing

ïBusiness/Professional 
Organizations

ïEquity Organizations

ïUniversities

Strategy
Å Fill gaps in our regional plan 

in areas of housing and workforce 
development

Å Strengthen equity principles

Å Measure progress 

Å Integrate and align local, regional and 
federal plans and investments

HUD Sustainable Communities Planning Grant

Three -fold program
Å Organize for Success

Å Enhance Decision Making

Å Demonstrate New Models
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Creating Sustainable Places Workflow
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ÅCommunity Engagement and Outreach 

ïwww.imaginekc.org

ÅSocial Equity Partnerships

ÅAcademy for Sustainable Communities 

ïTraining and education ð www.marc.org/sustain

ÅMonitoring and Evaluation 

ïSet of indicators

1. Organize for Success
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ÅDevelop and/or acquire tools 
to help local communities

ïVisualization of New Development Forms

ïEconomic Pro Forma

ïWorkforce Development strategies

ïAffordable Housing

ïRetail Center Reuse

ïNatural Resources Inventory

ïHealth Impact Assessments

ïArts and Culture Integration

2. Enhance Decision Making
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ÅCorridor Plans ðexamine land-use development to 
support multimodal choices for six priority corridors

ÅGreen Impact Zone ðdemonstration model for 
reinvestment in distressed urban core area

ÅDemonstration Projects ð select four to six projects 
to assist local communities

3. Demonstrate New Models
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3. Demonstrate New Models
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Targeted Corridors

1. North Oak Trafficway

2. U.S. 24/40 

3. Rock Island Railroad line 

4. Troost, Main and U.S. 71

5. Shawnee Mission 
Parkway/Metcalf 

6. State Avenue 
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ÅMARC Board of Directors : 33 local elected officials 
representing the nine counties and 120 cities in the 
MARC region

ÅConsortium Coordinating Committee : HUD grant 
leadership and oversight representing partners 

ÅPartner Congress: Convene 60+ partners

ÅWorking Groups : Focus on specific projects

Program Leadership
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ÅCommunity engagement at regional and local levels

ÅEquity considerations

ÅFocus on priority locations ðcenters-and-corridors 
strategy

ÅConsistent with local plans

ÅGreen Impact Zone ðplaced-based initiative for 
sustainability as model

Strengths of HUD grant and regional approach
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ÅStronger partnerships among organizations 

ÅStronger local government commitment 
to centers-and-corridors strategy for sustainable 
development

ÅNew tools to support local government 
actions to further sustainable development

ÅNew regional capacities in affordable-housing 
development

Expected Benefits/Outcomes
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ÅClear set of indicators to measure 
regionôs progress

ÅHousing and workforce development investments 
for the Green Impact Zoneôs renewal

ÅProgress on advancing selected local government 
projects toward construction

ÅNew regional leadership for sustainable development

Expected Benefits/Outcomes
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ÅAdvances a regional strategy that addresseschallenging
growth and development issues to create a more 
sustainable region

ÅAdvances a regional strategy that creates greater 
economic opportunity for the region, particularly 
disadvantaged populations

ÅDevelops leadership at the regional and local levels

Å Integrates plans, policies and investments at the 
local, regional and federal levels

Our Creating Sustainable Places Strategy
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Marlene Nagel
Community Development Director
mnagel@marc.org 
816-701-8218

For More Information

Mid-America Regional Council
600 Broadway, Suite 200
Kansas City, MO 64105
www.marc.org
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Salt Lake County, Utah

Wasatch Choices 2040

Michael Gallegos and David White
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Population Growth ς
Wasatch Front

In Salt Lake, Davis, Weber, and Utah counties, 
population will increase by 74%, adding 
another 1.5 million residents by 2040

But growth is comingé

The way we develop our 

communities affects all aspects 

of our lives.  

If we continue the 
growth patterns of 

the past few decades, 
the consequences will 

ōŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜΧ
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Miles driven daily will almost double by 2040

WFRC and MAG

49 Million

96 Million

Traffic Congestioné

As our population continues to grow 
and we drive more and more, our air 

will become more polluted, threatening 
our health and economic prosperity.  

Air Pollutioné
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²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 
ǇŀǘƘΦ ¦ǘŀƘΩǎ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ 
population growth requires that 
we make wise decisions.

We can grow AND 
preserve our great 

quality of life.

The Wasatch Choice for 
2040: 

A Vision for the Region

There is a Better Way to Growé 



7/6/2011

16

Enhanced Mobility and 

Economic Growth

The Vision reduces traffic 

congestion by 18% 

Businesses in Utah will save $6.4 to 

$8.8 billion through improved mobility 

of goods, services and workers

Greater Protection of 

Critical Lands

By encouraging infill and redevelopment, 

we will safeguard natural resources, 

working farms, parks and trails
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Less driving and more transportation 
choices will lead to cleaner air

Better Air Quality

Centers ðthe Vision

maintains the character of 

existing neighborhoods

The Vision puts more newhomes and jobs in walkable developments near 
transit stations.  This allows existingsuburban neighborhoods to largely remain 
the same.
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Development Today New Wasatch Choice 
Growth

Homes

Jobs
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Centers:  focus on 

housing, mobility and 

jobs within a 20 minute 

commute.

Centers ðfocus growth in 

economic centers and near 

regional transportation systems 

and transit stations.
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Corridors ðaccessing 

diverse destinations 

with many types of 

transportation choices 

òThe future is not some place weõre going 

to, but a place we are creating. The paths 

to it are not found, they are made.ó

Jane Garvey
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Wasatch 
Choice 
for 2040

Wasatch Front

Regional Council

U of U

Metropolitan 
Research

Center 

Utah Department

of Transportation

Utah Transit

Authority

Utah Chapter

American Planning
Association

Mountain Land

Association of
Governments

Salt Lake City

U of U

Bureau of Economic
Research

Envision Utah

Salt Lake County

Asking questions

At any point during the 
presentation, you can type 
your question into the 
question text box and click 
send. All questions will be 
read aloud and answered at 
the end of the presentations, 
as long as time permits. 
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Questions? 


