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Energy Efficiency is Top Priority 

Source:  McKinsey, Unlocking Energy Efficiency in the U.S. Economy, 2009

U.S. Spends $1.1 Trillion per year on energy

If the U.S. became 20% more efficient, it would:

Save more than $200 billion annually, reduce GHGs,  AND

Reduce oil imports

Create domestic jobs

Enhance competitiveness

EE is cheap, large, quick to deploy energy resource
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EE Priorities

ÅARRA Programs

ï Down payment on Clean Energy / EE

ÅFederal Policies

ï Appliance Standards

ï Test procedures

ï Support ENERGY STAR

ï R&D

ÅEnable / grow EE 
markets/services

ï Residential Retrofits

ï Commercial Retrofits

ï Industrial Improvements

ÅState/local Assistance

ÅOutreach 

Spend ARRA funding 

quickly & effectively

Building infrastructure 

for longer term 

(post Recovery Act)

Take EE to scale & 

create a new EE 

economy

http://www1.eere.energy.gov/buildings/building_america/about.html
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Outline

ÅBetter Buildings/Race to Green

ÅEECBG

ÅFuture Directions
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Better Buildings Initiative

President Obama at Penn State University

February 3, 2011

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/02/03/president-obama-s-plan-win-future-making-american-businesses-more-energy

Goals

ÅAchieve a 20 percent improvement 

in the energy efficiency of 

commercial buildings by 2020.

Å�5�H�G�X�F�H���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V�¶���D�Q�G���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�¶���H�Q�H�U�J�\���E�L�O�O�V���E�\���D�E�R�X�W����������
billion per year.

ÅSave energy by reforming outdated 

incentives and challenging the 

private sector to act. 


